CHAPTER XV

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN THE WEST
I.  THE CHRISTIAN PERSECUTIONS

VHE attitude of the Christian community to this world and to
its political organization in the Roman Empire was already
unambiguously defined in the Apostolic Age, and it remained
unaltered in the period which immediately succeeded. Even when
the Second Coming of the Lord no longer possessed the over-
whelming imminence of the first age and the community had
become accustomed to the thought that they must still long
await the dawn of that epoch of glory and blessedness, the con-
sciousness that they were strangers and pilgrims upon earth re-
mained thoroughly alive. It is true that they prepared themselves
for a continuing sojourn amidst the conditions of the present age,
that they freely acknowledged the benefits of the civil order and
in accordance with PauPs exhortation (Rom. xiii) rendered it the
obedience that was due, while in their common worship, they
called upon God to grant his protection to Emperor and Empire;
but they were conscious that they themselves already possessed
full citizenship in the kingdom of the heavenly Christ, which at
its full manifestation at the last day would put an end to the
'dominion of the Romans and establish upon a rejuvenated earth a
new life in accordance with divine laws. The Imperium Romanum
wore for the Christians the aspect of something temporary, to
which they adapted themselves in the confident expectation of a
better dispensation to come.

But in the practice of daily life this inward aloofness found little
visible expression. In his spirited Apokg} Tertullian protests to
his pagan readers that the Christians avail themselves of the good
things of this world exactly like their opponents, that in common
with them they make use of the legal and commercial system and
of all the institutions of public life, and that they engage in the
ordinary callings of men just as they do. And over and above this
he boasts that they are honest taxpayers, who for their Christian
conscience' sake disdain the usual deceits and evasions for de-
frauding the revenue. As the only point of difference, he names

Note; For Church institutions mentioned in the first section of this chapter
see section H.
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